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PREFACE
I

We have great pleasure in presenting for the first time
this commentary, entitled Rahasya by MM Mathuranatha
Tarkavagisa on Udayanacarya’s Kiranavali (dravya-prakarana
only) on the Padartha-dharma-samgraha of Prasastapada
which is known to be the earliest available gloss on the
Vaisesika-Siitras of Kanada. A transcript copy of the original
manuscript which seems to have been lost, is preserved in the
Government Sanskrit College Library at Calcutta. The
transcript copy from which the press-copy is prepared
bristles with mistakes on the part of the scribe. The editor
has, however, tried his best to iron out the défects and
presented a more or less satisfactory text for the perusal
of readers. In this context he feels it imperative on his part
to acknowledge his deep gratitude to Pandit Vibhuti Bhusan
Bhattacharya, Ex-Librarian and Ex-Registrar of the University
for seeing the work through the press.

The Navadvipa school of neo-logic is represented by
four illustrious Naiydyikas, Raghunitha Slromanl Mathura-
nitha Tarkavigisa, Jagadisa Tarkalankara and Gadadhara
Bhattacarya. Though we have little information about the
tradition of the famlly of Slromam, Mathuranatha describes
himself as the son of Sri Rama Tarkavigisa and refers twice
to the views of his grandfather in the present text (p. 4, p. 6).

The present textis a most lucid commentary on the
original text and it takes into account each and every word
of it which is explained as faithfully as possible. It appears
that while explaining the text commentator anticipates the
difficulties of both the teacher and the taught and endeavours
to remove them with great care. Mathuranatha is remembered
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as a devout Vaisnava and he has discussed the five-fold
forms of emancipation, Salokya, Saruipya, Sarsti, Samipya
and Sayujya and describes Sayujya as atyantika-duhkha-nivrtti.

It is to be noted that Maturiniatha exhibits unusual
restraint in his expressions when there is an occasion to
criticise the views of his predecessors. Thus, on one occa-
sion he observes that the explanation of Gangesa is not happy
(p. 38). On another occasion he mentions the two-fold
defects (gaurava and aprasiddhi) in the definition of ‘apavarga’
as adumbrated by Gangesa and refrains from casting any
fling at the master (p. 16). Yet on a third occasion while he
differs from the views of Gangesa on the meaning of the term
‘upaplava’, he mentions that the master holds a different
view (ityahuh, p.19). In numerous places, Mathurinatha
critises Vardhamana but he never attempts to undermine the
reputation of that prolific and illustrious writer and son of
Gangesa.

Editor



INTRODUCTION

The beginnings of the history of the Nyaya-Vaisesika
system of Indian philosophy cannot be traced with any
degree of certainty. There are, however, records to prove
that philosophical seminars were held at the courts of King
Ajatasatru and Janaka. According to scholars like MM
Kuppusvami Sastri the cardinal doctrines of the two cognate
systems, Nyaya and VaisSesika, are as old . as the fourth
century B. C, though the extant works of Kanida and
Gautama are believed to have been composed at a later date.
According to Professor Dasgupta, the Vaisesika Stitras must
have been composed before Caraka ‘as the whole foundation
of his medical physics is based on the Vaisesika physics.” He
further states that though the VaisSesika Stutras discuss whe-
ther the soul requires the aid of inference or aham-pratyaya
in support of its existence they are silent on the issue of its
non-existence. And, he thinks on this ground that they are
pre-Buddhistic. Furthermore, he advances arguments to
prove that the Siitras have their basis in some earlier system
of Mimamsa, a view which unfortunately we are not inclined
to accept, as we think that the term, “dharma’, has quite
different connotations in the two systems of Mimidmsa and
Vaisesika. It is almost obvious that the Vaisesika Siitra
uses the term in the sense of padartha; it need not be
construed to mean codana as the Mimamsist means by it.
According to Professor Jacobi, while the Nyaya-Stitras and
the Brahma-Sutras were composed between 200 A.D. and 500
A. D, the VaiSesika-Stitras and the Mimamsa-Sutras were
composed a little earlier. It is pointed out that the Stunyavada
of Nagirjuna only (3rd. Century A. D.) and not of
Asanga and Vasubandhu (the middle of the 4th. Century
A. D.) has been dicussed in the Nyaya-Sttras. It is worthy of
notice, however, that both Vitsydyana and Vacaspati Misra
opine that the Nyaya-Sttra IV.ii.26 critisises Vijianavada
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only. It may not be out of place to mention in this
context that there is hardly any valid ground to prove that
Sanya-vada and Vijiana-vada were first promulgated by
Nigarjua, Asanga and Vasubandhu. According to Professor
Vi and Randle, the Vaisesika-Siuitras are older than the
Nyaya-Siitras as they cannot trace any influence of the Nyiiya
sysiem on the Siuitras of Kanada and the Padartha-dharma-
samgraha of Prasastapida; to the contrary, the influence of
the Vaisesika-Sutras is clearly discernible in the Sutras of
Gautama and the Bhasya of Vatsyayana. Dr. S'rijiva Nyaya-
tirtha contends, however, that the Nyaya-Stitras are earlier
compositions. He points out that while the Nyiya-Stitras
cite Vedic texts as pramana the Vaisesika-Stutras cite Smrti
texts also. Further, a topic which is described neatly in
only one Nyiya-sitra is found to have been collected in a
number of the Vaisesika-siitras. Some scholars would like to
suggest that the Vaisesika sutras are later than Kautilya’s
Arthasistra as the latter does not mention them anywhere.
It may be said, however, that the word ‘yoga” used in the
Arthasastra refers to the VaiSesika system and Vatsyiyana
uses it in the same sense. Those who presume that the
Vaisesika system is anterior to the Buddhist and the Jaina
systems opine that the theory of Nirviina is based on the
Asat-karya-vada of the Vaisesikas and the Asti-kaya and
Anuvada of the Jainas owe their origin to the Paramanu-vada
of the Vaisesika. Of course, it needs be mentioned that the
concept of anu differs in the two systems. While the Jainas
admit that all anus possess the same quality, the Vaisesikas
hoid that they are not so.

11

It is regretted that the earliest vrtti on the Kanida-
Siitras by Bharadvija is lost to us. And, the Bhasya thereon
by Rivana is no longer available. Prasastapida’s work, the
Padarthadharmasamgraha, is the earliest authoritative litera-
ture of the Vaisesika system. This work. and not the extant
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Stuitras of Kanada contains many references to some of the
most important issues which have been quoted, discussed
and refuted in other systems. Itis worthy of notice that
Prasastapada has specially discussed these points in which the
two systems of Nyaya and Vaisesika differ from each other.
The Sutras also do not explain the term visesa to which
according to Indian tradition the name of the Vaisesika
system owes its origin. According to Chinese sources, the
term Vaidesika means “excellent” and as this Sastra was
composed by persons of superior intellect it is so designated.
It is stated by some scholars that the earlier texts, the
Bhasyas of Ravana and others suffered from a spirit of agno-
sticism and Prasastapada took upon himself the responsibility
of removing it. It is known that S,ankaracarya describes
the system as Ardha-vainasika. It is universally admitted
that Prasastapada is prior to Uddyotakara who belongs to
the latter half of the sixth century or the beginning of the
seventh. Some would suggest that he is earlier than
Paramartha and Dharmapila. Professor Keith is of the
opinion that he is later than Dinnaga; but this view cannot be
accepted on the ground that when Vitsyayana who is earlier
than Dinnaga is later than Prasastapada, the latter cannot be
later than Dirinaga. Prasastapida is earlier than Sankara-
cirya as what the latter describes as the view of the
Vaisesikas is found in the work of Prasastapida.
11X

Of all the commentators, Vyomasiva appears to be the
oldest. Some schol,ars are, however, inclined to think that
he is later than Sridhara and Udayana. His name is
mentioned in Vadindra’s Rasasara (1225 A.D.) and Vallabha’s
Lilavati. In 991 A. D. Sridhara composed his commentary
I)Tyﬁyakandali, a commentary on Padarthadharmasamgraha.
Sridhara takes the name of Dharmottara. It is presumed
that Sridhara is at least acquainted with the view on darkness
that Udayana criticises in his Kiranavali. Udayana is a
master-mind who is described as the father of the Nyaya
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Vaisesika system of Indian philosophy—the two systems of
Nyaya and Vaisesika are welded into one by him. Udayana
regards the authority of the Sabda and Upamana as separate
pramanas—a matter not endorsed in the Vaisesika system but
acknowledged in the Nydya system. But, he follows the
Vaisesika system in regarding ‘dream-experience’ as a type of
‘memory-knowledge’. We are inclined to believe that
Udayana has lived long after Vacaspati Misra for the reason
that he evinces a deep regard for him which fact may justify
a substantial period of interval between the two masters.
Udayana’s style is cryptic to the core and it has required the
services of later-day scholars to write commentaries on his
work and particularly on Kiranavali to elucidate the
intention of the master with some degree of precision.

Srivatsa is one commentator on the Padarthadharma-
samgraha. This we know from a reference by the Jaina writer,
Rajasekhara. Among the noted writers after Udayana
mention must be made of Vallabhacarya, author of the
Nyiya-lilivati. He quotes from the works of Udayana and
criticises him twice. He does not describe Udayana as an
Aciarya—a fact that suggests that he is almost a junior contem-
porary of the master. Bhatta Vidindra, Citsukha and other
teachers of the thirteenth century mention him by name.
It is worthy of note that almost all the writers of Mithila and
Bengal have written commentaries on his work. During
the middle of the twelfth century. Slvad1tya writes his Sapta-
padirthi in the style of Udayana. His name and his views
are quoted in Vadindra’s Rasasira and in Nayana-prasadini,
a commentary on Citsukhi. One of his contemporary
writers is Vidi-Viagisvara, author of Manamanohara, quoted
several times in Citsukhi. After Slvadltya we should name
Sarvadeva, author of Pramanamaifjari, a highly authori-
tative work of the Nyidya-Vaisesika system.

About 1225 A. D. Vadindra writes his Rasasara, a
commentary on Guna-Kiranavali. Besides him, we come
across references to three teachers, Divakara Upadhyaya,
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Prabhakara Upadhyaya and one described as Jagadguru in
the commentary by Pragalbha known as Prakasa on Dravya-
Kirapavali. Mention may next be made of Vardhamana,
son of Gangesa Upidhyiya who writes commentaries on
Kiranavali and Lilavati. He belongs to the third quarter of
the fourteenth century. Pragalbha is the next important
writer. Dravya-Kiranavali-Prakasa, Guna-Kiranavali-Prakisa
and Pragalbhi on Lilavati are his works besides the
commentaries on the four sections on Tattvacintamani. He
belongs to the fifteenth century (between 1415 A. D. and
the third quarter of the fifteenth). One of his contemporaries,

Sriman Bhattacarya writes his commentaries on Dravya
Kiranivali and Dravya-Prakisa by Vardhamina.

A great name after Vardhamana is Jayadeva Misra,
alias Paksadhara of Mithili. He comments on Vardhamana’s
Dravya-Prakisa. Lilivati-Prakasa is one more of his works, a
commentary on Lilavati. He refers to one Darpanakara
who is probably Vatesvara Upidhyiya, the great grand-
father of Yajhnapati Upadhyaya. He writes a commentary on
Lilavati. Presumably at 1500 A. D. Bhagiratha Thakkura
writes his commentary entitled Prakasiki on Vardhamana’s
Dravya-prakisa, Guna-prakisa and Lilavati-prakisa. Rucidatta
is one of Bhagiratha’s contemporaries. He is a pupil
of Jayadeva. His commentary, Dravya-prakisa-vivrti on
Kiranavali-Prakasa is an important text. Vicaspati Misra
flourishes in the fifteenth century to write a commentary on
Lilavati. His Contemporary is Sankara Misra who writes
among others, Kanida-Rahasya, Kiranavali-Nirukti-Prakasa,
Vaisesika-Siitra-Upaskdra and Lilavati-Kanthabharana.

‘ In the third quarter of the fifteenth century Raghunatha
Siromani writes his masterly commentaries entitled Didhiti on
Dravya-Kiranavali-Prakasa, Guna-Kiranivali-Prakasa and
Lilavati-Prakisa. Balabhadra comes, immediately after Ruci-
datta to write his commentaries on Sividitya’s Sapta-padéarthi
(Sandarbha), Sarvadeva’s Pramana-mafjari and Vardhamana’s

R
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Dravya-Prakasa (Vimala). He is a pupil of Pragalbha.
He discusses the views of Rucidatta in several places. He
belongs to the last quarter of the fifteenth century. Next comes
Padmanabha Misra. His commentary, “Setu’ on “Vaisesika-
Sutra”, <‘Sira” on Nydyakandali, Bhaskara on Kiranavali
and Vardhaminendu on Dravya-Kiranavali-Prakiasa are
important texts.

One of the most outstanding writers on Nyiya-Vaisesika
literature is MM Mathurinatha Tarkavagisa. His
commentary on Dravya-Kiranavali is now edited for the
first time. His commentary on Guna-Kiranivali seems to
be lost. Both the commentaries are styled as Rahasya. For
the understanding of the original text these commentaries
like his commentaries on the Tattva-cintimani and on
Dravya-Prakiisa and Lilivati-Prakisa are most suitable. He
explains the texts with ease and clarity and seldom indulges in
exhibiting his scholarship so much in evidence in the writings
of Siromani. The last of the Titans in this field is Jagadisa
Tarkalankara whose Sukti on Padarthadharmasargraha
is a masterly production. He comes close to his predecessor,
Mathuranatha. It is yet to be discovered whether Gadidhara
Bhattacirya whose reputation as a Naiydayika is beyond
question has written any work on the Nyaya-Vaisesika
system,

Gaurinath Sastri
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